Vascular access-induced hand ischemia: risks and safe management.
Hand ischemia is rare but complex and multifactorial. Distal arteriopathy below the vascular access (VA) is responsible in the vast majority of patients and not a problem of high flow of the VA. Therefore, surgical technique should focus on improving blood flow and pressure instead of reducing blood flow. We present an overview of the standard techniques which are recommended to treat VA-induced hand ischemia. The banding techniques, most of which empirical and not codified, have been abandoned by the majority of the authors because of a high rate of failure and reintervention. Ligation may be necessary in patients with severe ischemia and diffuse arterial lesions and in case of ischemic monomelic neuropathy.